DRAFT ARTICLE CONCERNING WOMEN IN THE MOO DUK KWAN
Possible Titles: Who were the early pioneer women of the Moo Duk Kwan? OR Pioneer Women of the Moo Duk Kwan, Past and Present.  
[image: ] [image: ]We have been recognizing International Women’s Day, really one day is not enough.  How does the saying go?  Behind every man is great woman?  Well, I may have misquoted here, but certainly it is a truism that exists in many of our lives.  The Moo Duk Kwan has not been any different.  In my bias opinion, I would consider one of the most influential women in the Moo Duk Kwan, Mrs. Hwang Kee, Cho Kyung Kap (maiden name).  The photo below was taken in 1979. 
[image: ]

There are many current World Moo Duk Kwan members who have had the honor of meeting the Founder‘s wife, prior to her passing.  I unfortunately never had the opportunity to be in her presence.  There are countless testimonies that I have read about and heard about her never-ending contributions as a supportive wife, supporting Mother, and supporting many of the activities for the Moo Duk Kwan.  Many of the photos you can find of her sitting at many international and national events at her place of honor next to our Founder.  
[image: ]  [image: ]

[image: ] [image: ]
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But there are also other women in the Moo Duk Kwan.  In the 1950’s as the Moo Duk Kwan became more popular and influential in South Korea, its birthplace; there are photos and Black and White video of women participating in demonstrations organized by our late great grandmaster Hwang Kee.  One such example is the International demonstration that was held in Seoul, South Korea, between China, USA and South Korea.  There is a video (below) where you can see a young female (probably red belt) practitioner demonstrating Kyo Pa. 
[image: ]
(place video clip here) 
https://www.soobahkdoinstitute.com/videos/2731/vintage-tape-tsdmdk-korea-1"
In this other photo, (below) a MDK demonstration done for the military in South Korea, you can see what appears to be a young female gup member standing in the front line.   I have no evidence to say that it is, just appears to be.  




[image: ]
There are also several short video clips of a training film in the late 60’s according to our current Kwan Jang Nim H.C. Hwang.  In the videos, all linked below; you can see a dan member identified on a glass slate using during the filming to describe the dan members demonstrating.  The young Dan female member is identified on the slate as Kim Su Hi.  But Kwan Jang Nim corrected her name for me, as Kim Soo Hi.  However, after searching the Kwan Jeok Bu, could not find her dan bon (dan number).  He believes that her name may be spelled incorrectly.  The Kwan Jang Nim does not believe anyone of these two female members were the first female MDK member. 
In these videos, she performs Kyo Pa, demonstrating a Pyong Ahn form, and some E Dan Jok Gi (jump kicks), and seen free sparring with another dan male member.  


[image: ]
Picture taken from the video showing Kim Soo Hi on the right.

(add video clips here)
Kyo Pa
Hyung
Jok Gi 
Free Sparring 
After the 1960’s considered the Prime Time of the MDK, and when the art was brought to the USA by military members and into the 1970s, many women continued to walk into many do jang throughout the U.S. and don a do bok for training in the Moo Duk Kwan, first as Tang Soo Do practitioners and then as the name change took place, as Soo Bahk Do practitioners.  



Here are just a few of the early Tang Soo Do/Soo Bahk Do practitioners.  Note:  the name change to Soo Bahk Do occurred in South Korea in 1960.  I can only verify that in the New York Moo Duk Kwan Association, the name Soo Bahk Do was used on our ID cards, that we received during promotions.  However, we were still calling the art Tang Soo Do.  The US Federation name changed occurred in August 1996.  
The photo below shows Kyung Tae Kim #14351, seated next to then H.C. Hwang Sa Bom Nim, during a meeting of the Korean leadership in the U.S. during that time, July 1980, in World Ko Dan Ja meeting in Newark, NJ. Based on her dan bon, she probably reached Cho Dan during the late 60’s or early 70s.  However, I am not aware of her last dan rank.  During this picture, we know she was a Ko Dan Ja member.  I believe she later left the Moo Duk Kwan.  

[image: ]

Mary Ann Walsh, Sa Bom Nim
Mary Ann Walsh, Sa Bom Nim, was an 8° dan, #17926, the highest rank ever reached by a female in our organization. Several years after she passed away, she remained famous for her ability to find the most accurate words in certain occasions.  “Show up, Line up, Shut up!”  Her famous words of encourage to Ko Dan Ja candidates.  She also served in many positions for the US Federation including TAC, and BOD for the Federation in the U.S,
[image: ]
Photo taken in 1975 at the Mountain Ave NJ Do Jang.
[image: ]
Summer Camp Upstate New York.
Keiko Mason, Sa Bom Nim
Keiko Mason, Sa bom Nim, #19023, 7th Dan, who recently passed away at age 85, taken in 1979. 
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Joyce Keyes, Sa Bom NIm
[image: ]
                 1975 charter convention shows Joyce Keyes #19448






Susan Robin Watkins, Sa Bom Nim
Below Susan Robin, Sa Bom Nim, 19459, far right, was a dynamic competitor in the U.S. Federation, running her do jang in Princeton, NJ.
Below second from the left is Brenda Mason, Sa Bom Nim #19515, daughter of Ted Mason and Keiko Mason, Sa Bom Nims.  
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[image: ]
Susan Robin Sa Bom Nim attending her Ko Dan Ja Shim Sa in 1988 at Springfield Do Jang, NJ.  Also pictured is Linda Morey Sa Bom Nim.  

Linda Morey, Sa Bom Nim, #20742 at the Ko Dan Ja Shim Sa
[image: ], 

Marlene Kachevas, Sa Bom Nim
The photo below shows Jong Sook Lee (1370) and Marlene Kachevas (#20786) are with the founder during a visit to Santa Barbara, CA.
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Ko Dan Ja Shim Sa 1989
Shown Lois Roccado, Sa Bom Nim, #20570 (RIP) and
Sandra Russell, Sa Bom Nim #21351 [image: ]

 

Lisa Kozak, Sa Bom Nim # 23540
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Lisa Donnelly, Sa Bom Nim # 23279
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Jennifer Gibbons, Sa Bom Nim # 32238
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Denise Mullen, Sa Bom Nim # 30212
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Susan Fittanto, Sa Bom Nim # 41586
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Vicki Kenyon, Sa Bom Nim
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 Mary Kate Steinhour, Sa Bom Nim # 40097
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Women from around the world...being role models and leading by example, Moo Do In.   In no order, here are some of the women leading the way in the Moo Duk Kwan from around the world.  It would take a book to mention or show them all, so if we left some out, it was not intentional.  Member Countries represented in these photos: South Korea, USA, France, Iceland, Switzerland, Iran, Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Puerto Rico, Panama, Italy, Spain, Philippines, Malaysia, Costa Rica, Brazil, UK and Ireland, Australia, New Zealand.
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Yisel Mi Guzmán Leguel, Sa Bom Nim # 40192
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Pilar Leguel Guzman, Sa Bom Nim # 22013
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 Elodie Mollet, Sa Bom Nim # 38935 
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This presentation would not be complete without honoring our Kwan Jang Nim’s Wife, Sa Mo Nim Se Hun (Hwang) was born on October 26th, 1953, in Yong San Ku, Korea.  Pictured below is Sa Mo Nim, Se Hun Hwang with H.C. Hwang Kwan Jang Nim.
[image: ]
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Reserved and quietly supportive of her husband’s mission to preserve and spread the philosophy of the Founder and the art, she has been a gleaming presence at many National as well as International and even local events, supporting the Moo Duk Kwan.  Many of our members have experienced her warm welcomes and significant support of our membership worldwide.  A Mother, Wife and Friend, not only to her family, but also to her extended family of the Moo Duk Kwan.  An outstanding First Lady of our Kwan Jang Nim and his family.  Kamsahamnida Sa Mo Nim.  
There are many women involved in all different martial arts throughout the world.  And this is just a small sample of the leadership and influence they affect to all who they teach, mentor, and serve as strong role models.  The World Moo Duk Kwan recognizes our Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan Women practitioners and our Moo Duk Kwan Heritage Women members.  All who continued the traditions established by our Founder Hwang Kee, and his successor, our Kwan Jang Nim Hyul Chul Hwang.  Let’s us honor them this month and every day of the year.   SOO BAHK!

So in closing I have reprinted Kwan Jang Nim’s message to Moo Duk Kwan members, from November 2020.  
[image: ]
World Moo Duk Kwan
Greetings, Moo Duk Kwan Members, 
It has been a few days since the celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the Moo Duk Kwan. I continue to have a very warm feeling in my heart from the outpouring of support and incredible professionalism by which the global community came together to create an environment that can only be described as epic. As I meditate on all the activities and experiences, we all shared together, I am compelled to follow up with two very important messages to all who have made this so memorable.
The first point that I wish to make is that I would like to sincerely thank you all for the quality, professionalism and history making effort that went into this celebration. Whether as a member of the World TAC, who worked on creating an educational environment for our world community, or one of the countless members who played special roles behind the scenes. There were over 60 videos produced and distributed in commemoration of this special event. The pride that went into these outstanding products was clearly visible. It is really that process, of coming together and uniting to produce these historical records of our art, working closely together that is the real valuable and precious take away that will help shape and strengthen our organization. And the countless members who donated their time to make every element of the celebration. I thank you sincerely. 
The second point of my message is of a personal nature, but one that we should all easily recognize. Although apparent in many of the video products, my mother and the founder’s wife was a steady and instrumental force in the creation and sustainment of the Moo Duk Kwan. Without her, I am sure this history would be lessened in a significant way. Thank you, O Mo Nim. We celebrate this Moo Duk Kwan with our minds and memories firmly aware of your countless contributions. Your quiet and gentle presence was always felt. Regardless of recognition.
In closing, I look forward to transferring such positive energy to our future work in strengthening our foundation for future generations.
In Moo Duk Kwan,
H.C. Hwang


Short Women in the Moo Duk Kwan 75th anniversary video
https://www.facebook.com/womenworldmdk/?__cft__[0]=AZWSz3AFFywaLZq-9yKARXcSmjcC79btmin0dX9mPYT525gyl_QKnz35mDwFqbnQqVp7ExSM-BJpNVgBFUqyRzZpGaJZHPt7qdSJeTz5j5Jh8AX7DRY1z7XNhzdhzJAlNd4Yi1ZEVKRy4G0u2_S0Xcgly6QZNhageLWblkLKO69iHA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
Credits: Thank you to the Facebook site: Women in the Moo Duk Kwan, and the other many Facebook and Websites who posted the many photos and other contributions.  Kamsahamnida. 
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